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R280319Z FEB 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 

UNCLAS STATE 048863 

E. 011652: N/A 
TAGS: OVIP, TH, US 

SUBJECT: Q & A FOR VICE PRESIDENT'S ASIAN TRAVEL 

THE FOLLOWING QUESTION AND ANSWER MAY BE USED ON AN ONLY 
IF-ASKED BASIS: 

QUESTION: IS THERE ANY SIGNIFICANCE TO THE EXCLUSION 
OF THAILAND FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT S SCHEDULE? 

ANSWER: OUR RELATIONS WITH THAILAND CONTINUE TO BE 
EXCEPTIONALLY STRONG AND FRIENDLY. THE VICE PRESI- 
DENT WOULD LIKE TO VISIT BANGKOK, BUT THAILAND IS 
CURRENTLY IN THE MIDDLE OF A POLITICAL CAMPAIGN 
LEADING TO PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS ON APRIL 4. HE 
FELT IF WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE TO VISIT THAILAND 
DURING AN ELECTION PERIOD. INGERSOLL 
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